Almighty God,

You have made me to know you,
to love you and to serve you.
And thereby to find and to fulfill myself.

| know that you are in all things,

And that every path can lead me to you.
But of them all, there is one especially
by which you want me to come to you.

Since | will do what you want of me,

| pray you, send your Holy Spirit to me:

into my mind,

to show me what you want of me:

into my heart,

to give me the determination to do it,

and to do it with all my love, with all my mind
and with all my strength right to the end.

Amen

HELPFUL RESOURCES:

www.catholicvocation.org.au
www.vatican.va
www.catholicozvocations.org.au
www.newadvent.org/cathen/09707a.htm

Like to talk to someone about your vocation?
Contact Catholic Vocations
383 Albert St., East Melbourne, 3002

Ph: (03) 9926 5733 <‘>
Email: melbcv@catholicvocation.org.au
Website: www.catholicvocation.org.au
This series of brochures produced by the Catholic

Vocations Office of the Archdiocese of Melbourne.
Designed by PageSet, printed by ArtGraphic.
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Quke & (5en's Story

In the year 2000 Luke and Gen both
separately chose to join Cardinal Pell

and the youth of their areas to travel on
pilgrimage through the Holy Land of Israel
and onto Rome for World Youth Day.

Luke, the third of nine children from NSW, had been
working as a Baker for the four years prior to this trip
and was contemplating a career that would be more
conducive to family life further down the track. He always
felt that he would meet somebody and marry but was
very patient and relaxed about it all as he knew that the
right person would come along if this was God’s plan for
his life.

Gen, the third of six children had been working in the
family business as personal assistant/office manager
for 6 years prior to the trip. She was using the trip as a
stepping stone for a 2 year+ working holiday in the UK
and Canada after feeling a little lost in her direction. Gen

was discerning whether she was called to married or
religious life at this time but also felt that if God wished
marriage as her vocation that “Mr Right” would come
across her path in time.

During this amazing pilgrimage, their paths crossed on
the plane trip with Gen’s younger brother introducing
them. Spending time together and with other siblings,
Gen and Luke quickly discovered a strong connection.
With hours of talking covering a vast array of topics, both
felt something special and soon romance blossomed.

After a long distance relationship with many long letters,
emails and phone calls, Gen and Luke soon knew that
they had found their call to marry and became engaged
18 months after their initial meeting. Despite Gen being
unemployed and Luke beginning full time study, they
felt sure that they were on the right path and married 5
months later, putting their trust in God that He would
provide all that they needed.

They have been blessed with five wonderful years of
marriage and have never been without. They frequently
reflect on their good fortune and how God has continued

to guide them in all their decisions and choices. By
sharing a life of prayer and centring their marriage on
the Eucharist they have made it through some difficult
times. Looking back they are able to see God’s hand in
everything. He has a great sense of humour!

This year Gen and Luke welcomed their first child,
Thomas Michael after a long and unknown waiting
period. After being diagnosed with a fertility problem
prior to their wedding, they were never sure if or when
they would be able to have children but again trusting
that God would show them in His time. During these
years of waiting, Gen and Luke chose to make the most
of every opportunity together and just enjoyed each other
and those around them. They shared in other people’s
families and were open to other callings within their
marriage if children did not come.

Gen and Luke pray regularly and thank God for all their
blessings, asking Him to continue guiding their decisions,
especially the big ones that often come up in married life.

Married: 13th April 2002. Luke was 21. Gen was 25

JQuke and (5en said yes when they heard (5od calling... will you?Q



