
For information about 
Vocations to the Priesthood 
for the Archdiocese of 
Melbourne, or to make an 
appointment to see Fr 
Anthony Denton, Director of 
Vocations, phone Shannon 
Donahoo on  9926 5677 

Our regional seminary is a 
very quiet place over 
Christmas.  On Friday 10th 
November the students all 
finished up for the year and 
left to go on holidays.  We 
trust they will return in   
February rested, refreshed 
and ready for another year 
of study, prayer and      
spiritual growth.   

Meanwhile, the staff of the 
seminary—both the full-
time formation staff and the 
support staff—will spend 
the next two months       
preparing for the new     
students in 2007 (news of 
whom we will bring you in 
the New Year).  

It is a time of rebuilding and 
refurbishment.  Thanks to 
the continuing generous 
response of young men to 

the call of God to become 
priests in his Church, our 
seminary is expanding.  It is 
also a time for reflection 
and renewal as their study 
and formation program is 
considered and planned.  

While the Seminary Chapel 
(pictured below) is one 
Church in Melbourne that 
does not ring with the joy of 

the Christmas liturgies, we 
ask you to remember in your 
prayers, as you celebrate the 
birth of our Saviour, the    
students and staff who will 
live, work and pray at      
Corpus Christi in 2007.  May 
they daily grow in the   
knowledge and love of what 
the coming of the Christ 
Child means for the world. 

Please pray for … 
 

• Archbishop Denis 
Hart 

• His Auxiliary   
Bishops 

• All Priests  
• Seminarians 
 

… of the Archdiocese 
of  Melbourne 
 

at this Christmas     
Season and always. 

Farewell and thank you ... 
The end of the year brings the       
departure of Fr Christopher Gardiner 
OFM from the position of Spiritual   
Director at the Seminary, which he 
has held for five years.  He leaves for 
a position at the Good Shepherd 
Seminary in Sydney.  Prior to coming 
to Corpus Christi, Fr Gardiner had the 
experience of 45 years in religious 

life, 38 as a priest—26 years in parish work and the 
remainder studying and teaching in places as diverse 
as New Zealand and   Israel.   In addition to his 
priestly ministry, Fr Gardiner is also a registered  
psychologist and a member of the Canon Law Society 
of Australian and New Zealand.  Our loss is Sydney’s 
gain.  We wish him well and assure him of our 
prayers for him in his new appointment. 

Also leaving us at the end of the 
year is Shannon  Donahoo who, 
for the past 12 months, has 
been the Office Manager of 
Catholic Vocations.  He has 
brought   his creativity, energy 
and a  wonderful sense of fun 
to the work for Vocations,   
combined with a great love of the Church and a      
passion for sharing the faith,  especially with 
young people.  Prior to working for Vocations, 
Shannon was a teacher in a  Catholic Secondary 
College.  He leaves us for further study and we 
feel sure news of him will again be relevant to 
these pages in the future.  Thanks, Shannon, for 
the joy of working with you. You will remain in our 
hearts and in our prayers. 

Christmas at the Seminary 
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Vocation Prayer: 
 

Dear Jesus, 
 

As I celebrate your birth, 

please grant to me the 

grace to know my true 

vocation. 
 

In Baptism I was signed 

in your name and have 

grown to share in the 

work of  bringing the Fa-

ther’s love to our world. 

May I respond to the 

special life’s work to 

which you are calling 

me. 
 

I ask that many will hear 

the particular call to 

serve the Church as 

Priests, Religious and 

consecrated lay people. 
 

Vocations News is published quarterly and aims to foster a culture of vocations—we include 
news and photos, reflection and opinion pieces, prayers, quotes—in short anything relevant to 
those interested in Vocations to the Priesthood for the Archdiocese of Melbourne. 



The Spirit of the Lord is upon me’ 
Lk 4:18 

Vocations Discernment  Retreat : 
10-12 April 2007 

 In Easter week each year, the Director 
of Vocations holds a 3-day Retreat for 
young men who are discerning whether 
God is calling them to the priesthood.   

To be held next year at Auxilium     
College in Lysterfield, the Retreat is an 
opportunity for young men to come 
together to pray, receive the          
Sacraments of Confession and        
Communion, listen to the testimonies 
of priests and seminarians and just 
spend time away from the busy-ness of 
everyday life considering God’s will in 
your life. 

See you there! 

 Dates for 2007 
 

February 2  
World Day of Prayer for Consecrated Life 
Mass at 7.30 pm St Patrick’s Cathedral 
 

February 18   
New Seminarians commence at Corpus 
Christi College 
 

March 12 
Serra Monstrance arrives in Archdiocese 
of Melbourne (more on this in next issue) 
 

April 10-12  
Vocations Discernment  Retreat for Young 
Men   
 

April 29  
World Day of Prayer for Vocations - Good 
Shepherd Sunday 
 

May 20  
Enquiry Day at Corpus Christi College  
 

June 10  
Feast of Corpus Christi 
 

August 5-11  
National Vocations Awareness Week 
 

November 11  
End of Seminary Year 

Quo Vadis end of year BBQ 

On Friday evening, 24th November, a 
group of young men who have been  
attending the Quo Vadis Reflection   
Evenings throughout the year, came   
together with the staff of the Vocations 
Office and some current Seminarians, in 
the courtyard at the Cathedral         
Presbytery for a BBQ and get-together.  
As usual, this was preceded by praying 
the Rosary and Evening Prayer of the 
Church in the Presbytery Chapel. 

There was much laughter and chat as 
we munched on sausages, salad and 
chocolate cake and reflected on a busy 
year in Vocations.   

In 2007, Fr Denton will continue the Quo 
Vadis reflection evenings on the last  
Fridays of February—November, visits to 
schools, Good Shepherd Sunday        
activities in parishes, National Vocations 
Awareness Week and much more! 

Please continue to pray for the 
work of Catholic Vocations 

Vocations events ... 

From the Director of Vocations ... 
 At the end of a busy year we give thanks to God for many blessings in the task of 
seeking priestly workers for the harvest. The highlight of the year was the ordination of 
four men to the priesthood in our beautiful cathedral in September, followed by the 
diaconal ordination of Rev. Andrew Keswick in St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome. 
 

The Vocations office has tried new initiatives in our bid to offer ongoing support to men 
discerning a call to the diocesan priesthood. The “Quo Vadis” evenings were held 
monthly thanks to the generosity of the Dean who allowed me to open the cathedral 
presbytery to a diverse group of young men. After a period of prayer and formation we 
gathered for a meal and fellowship. In addition to the talks and discussion on relevant 
topics, perhaps the best fruit of these gatherings was the opportunity for meeting    
fellow pilgrims on the path of vocational discernment. 
 

The publication of Vocation News was initiated to promote vocations in the Arch-     
diocese. It is intended to provide updates for the many priests and people who are 
committed to praying for priestly vocations and like to hear news of the activities of the 
Vocations office. 
 

Many men, the majority of whom are quite young, have made enquiry to the Vocations 
Office this year. I have interviewed over fifty men who are interested in the diocesan 
priestly vocation or the religious life. As I had opportunity to state in the media recently, 
the most common profile of a seminary candidate is a man in his early twenties, who 
has done some tertiary studies and experienced a kind of conversion to recommit his 
life to Christ. 

As the Christmas season draws near I want to thank you all for your prayers and         
support for the Melbourne Seminarians and those seeking God’s will for their lives. 
May the Christ-child be reborn in your hearts as we celebrate his coming as a baby 
two thousand years ago in that humble stable in Bethlehem. Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year! 

Fr Anthony Denton 

For information about Vocations to 
the Priesthood for the Archdiocese of 
Melbourne, or to make an 
appointment to see Fr Anthony 
Denton, Director of Vocations, phone 
Shannon Donahoo on  9926 5677 

www.catholicvocation.
org.au 

The Holy Spirit poured out in the          
sacrament of holy orders is a source of 
holiness and a call to sanctification.  This 
is the case not only because it configures 
the priest to Christ, the head and       
shepherd of the Church, entrusting him 
with a prophetic, priestly and royal       
mission to be carried out in the name and 
person of Christ, but also because it   
inspires and enlivens his daily existence, 
enriching it with gifts and demands,    
virtues and incentives which are summed 
up in pastoral charity.  This charity is a 
synthesis which unifies the values and 
virtues contained in the Gospel and    
likewise a power which sustains their  
development toward Christian perfection. 

Pastores Dabo Vobis #27 


